Open Letter Regarding Greenlawn Chapel
            Last summer I was shocked to learn that the Greenlawn Cemetery Board had voted to tear down the Greenlawn Chapel! The Board has since reconsidered their decision and has given me until November 2005 to paint the church and repair the foundation, or it will be destroyed! I am writing to ask you to help me save the Greenlawn Chapel.
The Greenlawn Memorial Chapel is 112 years old and is the only remaining building from the community of Greenlawn which once had a General Store, Blacksmith Shop, Millinery Shop, Wagon Wheel Factory, Post Office, and School. The residents of Greenlawn were pioneers who homesteaded the area. Built their community chapel in 1893. They worshipped in this chapel, celebrated weddings and baptisms in this chapel, and had their funerals there.
Many of these Greenlawn pioneers are buried in the 173 graves that surround the Chapel. These men and women served their community and their country. Veterans from the Civil War, WWI and WWII are buried in the cemetery.
In saving this chapel, we honor their lives. To further honor its history, an application for the National Register of Historic Places will be submitted for both the Chapel and surrounding cemetery by the end of this year.
Ask yourself, “What can I do to help save the Chapel?” THEN DO IT. . . .
Financial contributions are essential to saving the Chapel, but we also need donations of expertise, labor, and materials. For example, the Norris/Knudsen family has volunteered to paint the exterior of the Chapel by Memorial Day.
Please contact me with your contribution of $112 (one dollar for each year of history). If you can’t give that, then give $25, or $50, or $1000, or volunteer your time to help clean or paint. . . do whatever you can to help.
NOTE: The first 25 contributors with donations of $112 or more have their name listed on the “Friends of the Chapel” plaque inside the Chapel.
For you genealogists, the Greenlawn Cemetery, which surrounds the Chapel, has over 170 graves with 51 surnames:  ALLEN, AYLOR, BARTRUM, BROWN, BURCH, CARTER, CRAWFORD, DAVIS, DONALDSON,  DULANEY, GILLUM, GRATTON, HAGER, HARDWICK, HENSON, HICKMAN, KING, LANE, LEAKE, LOGERMAN, MCCOY, MCGEE, MADDOX, MADDUX, MARSHALL, MATTHEWS, NELSON, NORMAN, OAKS, PATTERSON, POAGE, PREWITT, RIDDELL, RANEY, ROBERTS, ROACH, ROSENSTENGLE, ROSS, SEE, SCOBEE, SHEPHARD, SLAUGHTER, STREET, SWANK, SWON, TURNBOUGH, UTTERBACK, WASSON, WEST, WINDERS, WINDFEE, YANCEY.  
Contributions may be given to Ron Leake at the Ralls County Historical Society,
or mailed to: Marsha Norris Knudsen, 2010 Parkside Drive, Columbia, MO 65202.
(To contact Marsha, call 1-800-944-1577 or email - kphoto@socket.net).  Make checks payable to Greenlawn Chapel Restoration Project
 
Sincerely,
Marsha Norris Knudsen

P.S. There are only a few times in life when you really can make a difference—This is one of those times! Your help right now can save a Chapel from being destroyed.
